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[ENBD-5015] Jun Amaki - Blu-25 A- OWA staff reportA .Alex Wong/Getty Images The
Boston Celtics’ roster in the wake of the Isaiah Thomas trade is intriguing. And
that’s not a bad thing. In order to effectively gauge how that roster will look, let’s
first briefly examine the current roster. Without including players being retained
and preseason invitees, the Celtics have 11 players under contract—with the
exception of Marcus Smart, who still hasn’t been tendered a new contract. Their
projected total of 13.3M (taxpayer) in payroll is likely low. The current Boston roster
is as follows: Veteran Boston point guard Isaiah Thomas (under contract through
2020-21) Al Horford (under contract through 2020-21) Isaiah Thomas (under
contract through 2020-21) Ante Zizic (preseason invitee) Marcus Smart (under
contract through 2020-21) Sebastian Tudor (under contract through 2020-21) Terry
Rozier (under contract through 2020-21) Archie Goodwin (preseason invitee) Alvin
Kamara (preseason invitee) Jeremy Lin (preseason invitee) James Young (preseason
invitee) The key guys who could be moved or waived are Horford, Thomas, Smart
and Smart’s $10M-plus contract. Of these four, Thomas will undoubtedly be the
most valuable since his offense and scoring ability will be replaced. Mike
Ehrmann/Getty Images Horford is a very nice player but at $18.3M per year will
likely be difficult to move. Thomas is a good player but at $18.1M per year will be
extremely difficult to move. And Smart has the value of an athletic point guard but
is overpaid and has had injuries. Perhaps there’s a team out there that has the
remaining $5M per year to potentially package with Horford or Thomas, but it's not
likely that all three could be moved on the same day. Mike Ehrmann/Getty Images
And if it doesn’t happen this season, do you think it's possible the Celtics might look
to trade Thomas or Horford come late February or March?
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